
40 YEARS OF RUNNING in the BUNBURY MARATHON AND HALF MARATHON 
(Now the Bunbury 3 Waters Running Festival)  
 
Another Decade Draws to an End 
 

2000 
 
Loosing Medibank as a long term sponsor meant the search for sponsors was in 
earnest and we entered a period whereby multiple sponsors were engaged, this was 
encouraging and the community sponsors provided a new dimension, often 
overlapping with our other events, such as the Australia Day Fun Run, 6 Hour Event, 
CC Classic. 
 
“Running on the course had been much easier than organising the course” The 2000 
Marathon was the first one Ian Gibbs competed in, since moving to Bunbury in 1989, 
having been involved in the organisation of the previous 10 events in many different 
roles.   
 
The processes and challenges were the same, the logistics were a large factor and 
the introduction of “Traffic Management” had added a whole new dimension both in 
cost and organisation. Electronic timing was about to improve and simplify the 
recording of results and the ability to post results the same day was now a reality. 
 
Chris Maher wins 2:43:42 from Mick Francis 2:45:17 and Peter Harry 2:51:39 
Janet Kelly wins the womens marathon 3:12:01from Michelle McGrath with PB 
3:14:33 and Danielle Stahl3:26:49 
 
Hamish McElwee (the flying Kiwi) 1:13:28 wins the half from Terry Cummins 1:17:08 
and the great Jim Langford 1:17:55  
Gemma Fisher 1:25:00 wins with Rosemary Johnson 1:29:36 and Annie Malone 
1:31:19 3rd. 
 
59 Marathoners with 174 Half Marathoners 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2001   - 20 Years - Another Decade is complete 
 
The 2001 marathon had a new sponsor in Healthway with additional sponsorship 
from Bunbury Holden, Jetset Travel, Discount Auto Parts, Gommes Shoex, Teede 
Realty,  Berryman Betta Electrical and Gas with two television sets – one each for the 
male and female winners. 
 
President Ian Gibbs said:  “The Marathon came and went and was enormously 
successful”. However the weather was poor with extreme weather at the start of the 
event meant the water on the road was ankle deep the entire length of Ocean Drive.  
 

                   
Many New Sponsors  We mentioned it was wet –  

Les Sommers helps out with        
some unique head gear 

 
 
 
Mark Page wins again 2:46:52, Chris Maher in the placings again 2:49:48 and Mick 
Francis 2:57:29 



 

 
 
 
Rosemary Johnson 3:18:10 wins from Catherine McMaster 3:38:09 and Dianne Ball 
3:45:22 
 
 

DEDICATION 
 
To achieve great results in anything you need to commit, we hear about the athletes, 
but the organisers, sponsors, volunteers and supporters provide the energy and the 
fabric to reach these milestones – The next 20 years have equally many stories of 
endeavour and commitment. 
 
This record of the “First 20years of the Bunbury Marathon History” is the result of a 
dedicated effort by Marylin Jones who researched the archives to provide a summary 
of the history from the myriad of files the club had preserved.  Thank You Marylin. 
Without your effort it would have been a monumental task to prepare this important 
record. 
 
Thanks to Anne Osbourne who carefully sorted close to 20 large boxes of files into 
some sort of chronological form and recognising the many hundreds of hours of 
scanning of these files to preserve the history for all, by Ian Gibbs 
 
Thanks to all our friends for your continued support and stay tuned for the next twenty 
years 
 
 



 

 



 

 
Rosemary Johnson Marathon Winner and  Mick Francis 3rd overall receiving first Bunbury 
Runners Club awards from Club President Ian Gibbs  
 

  



 

 
The Club Printed its own Bibs 
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Local Allan Holmes wins the half 1:18:46 from another local Glen Gibson 1:19:37 with  
Paul Odam 3rd 1:20:29, again a close finish. 
 
Gemma Fisher wins 1:27:14, Nathalie Goffroy 1:29:06 and Jaqui McGloven 3rd 
1:31:31 
 
 
62 Marathoners with 202 Half Marathoners  
  
 

 
 
 
 
Marathons Completed by the 20th year  
 
John Pellier 3:45:22 runing in Bid No 1 and cranks up his 17th Bunbury 
Marathon. 
 
Barry Spice 12, Jim Barnes 11, Laurie Naylor 10 Marathons Completed 
 
Half Marathons Completed 
Mark Faithfull 15, Robert Hayres 12, Graham Thornton 11, Joan Pellier, Margery 
Thornton 10. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Runner Up  Chris Maher  
 

 



 

Ian Gibbs and John Vesnaver finish with smiles in what could be described as appalling 
weather conditions 
 
 

 

 
Lyn Ventris is presented the WA Veterans Athlete of the year by John Gilmore and Bob 
Schickert 
 

 
 
Ian Gibbs gets Life                         John Pellier completes 50 Marathons and 17 in Bunbury 
 



 

 
The original Bunbury Runners Club Committee that started it All From Left - Henk Stoffers, Ken 
Fleay, TBA, Margaret Stoffers, Therese Smith ,  Brian Kennedy, Margaret Pritchard, Mark Pritchard, 
Don Mason, TBA, Trevor Smith 

 

 
At the end of 20 years we had 5 Life Members All of whom had contributed significantly to the 
development of the Bunbury Marathon. From Left Brian Kennedy, Henk Stoffers, Margaret 
Stoffers, Ian Gibbs, Steve Jones. 


