
40 YEARS OF RUNNING in the BUNBURY MARATHON AND HALF MARATHON 
(Now the Bunbury 3 Waters Running Festival)  
 
 
1994 
 
The 13th Bunbury Marathon was the first time BRC hosted the Western Australian State 
Open and Country Marathon Titles.  All previous state title and Bunbury Runners events 
winners were invited to compete on 15 May 1994. 
 
Brian Kennedy was race director for this event and one of his initiatives was invite 
runners from Setagaya, sister-city in Japan.  A lot of time and energy went into this and 
the event was all the more colourful and exciting as a result. 
 

This was the first time the run started and finished from our very own clubrooms, 
on Ocean Drive, Recreation ground.  
 



 

The 
space provide the host the event was a huge step forward, and access to the oval which 
was safely fenced off from traffic. 

 
First Start and Finish at our own Club Rooms 



 

 
New Club Rooms “In from the Cold” 
 
We had a lead vehicle with flashing lights and ‘two brightly dressed cyclists’ for the lead 
runners and a vehicle to follow the last runner.  We weren’t about to lose any body! 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
John Pellier ran his 50th marathon and his 12th consecutive Bunbury marathon. 
 

 
The Bunbury Runners Club welcomed John Pellier for his 50th Marathon 
 
Surveyors measured a straight line 1000 metre distance on Washingto Ave to facilitate 
accurate measurement of running courses as required for certification. 
 
Ray Brown won in Bunbury for the 3rd year in a row in a time of 2.31.50, followed by in 
form local David Dye 2:39:48 and Mitchihito Muroi 2:43:27 3rd .  



 

Both would feature in future events. 
 

 
David Dye 2nd      Mitchihito Muroi 3rd  
 
 
Mary Morgan 2:53:28 was 4th overall, winning the women’s event from Jaqui Robinson 
3:10:33 2nd , Nicole Durant 3:25:48 3rd . 
 
Karen Gobby was again first home in the women’s half in 1.23.59, Sally Vaughn 
1:26:14, Jill Chambers 1:29:25.. 
 
Rod Barnes 1:12:01, Dave Scott 1:12:17 and Keith Yardley 1:13:03 were locked in one 
of the closest finishes in the half. 
 
Nine runners from Setagaya competed and finished the event, which was the fist step in 
many exchanges of Bunbury and Setagaya runners. 
 
Several letters were received congratulating the club on the organisation of the event – 
one in particular came from a novice who appreciated the encouragement he received 
along the course. 
 
 
Bunbury Mayor, Dr Ern Manea mentioned the event in his weekly column in the 
Bunbury Mail, congratulating the club on the successful running of the event. 
 
Another was received from the Mayor of Setagaya. 
 
There were 6 women in the full distance and 37 in the half, which was a goal for the 
club to widen participation. 
 



 

An aside – 17 bags of litter were picked up by club members the week before the event 
and collected by Bunbury City Council during the week. 
Another community service and to provide a great spectacle of our city. 
 
 
 

 
Our Own Legend Henk Stoffers 8th Overall 
 



 

 
The Half Marathon has many challenges but Ruth Johnson, a Bunbury running stalwart 
didn’t count on this young fellow, however all was good no damage, Ruth was agile, 
however some anxious moments  
 

 
Barry Spice 8th was building a string of very strong Marathons, Spic forever the joker 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 

1995 
 
Setting the date for the Marathon has often been a contentious issue, especially when 
trying to consider other runs our members like to compete in.  In June 1994 Ian Gibbs 
wrote to WAMC advising them our event would be held on 7 May 1995 and that BRC 
would like to retain the first Sunday in May for future events. 
 
This event has always attracted a group of runners from the Veterans Athletic Club, this 
year there were also walkers.   
 
The Vets routinely went to the Rose Hotel for lunch on the Saturday, some attend the 
BRC carbo-party in the evening, do the run and stay for the presentations.  They make 
a full weekend of running and socialising and are very welcome participants. 
 
The entry fee for 1995 was $15 with a discount for members if they registered before 
28th April.  Carbo-loading meal was $17 at the Prince of Wales Hotel and race singlets 
were $5.  Late entry fee was $25. 
 
Clive Hicks wins the Marathon 2:33:38 from Martin Van Voorthuizan 2:38:29 and Keith 
Yardley 2:43:30. 

 
Clive Hicks Wins      Mary Morgan in Full Flight 
 
Mary Morgan, 6th outright in 2:51:15 wins again, Jaqui Robinson 3:11:49, Tracy Hames 
was 3rd 3:26:15 
 
Richard Shipway 1:12:20 James White 1:15:02, Alan Gower 1:15:28 in the half and 
Karen Gobby wins again in 1:22:05 from Sally Vaughn 1:27:55 and Su Prewett 1:28:28 
 
 



 

 
The Start of the 1995 Event 

 
Ray Brown and Martin Van Voorthuizen             Ray Brown accepts 3 in a row 



 

 

 
The Setagaya team was left with a lasting impression of Bunbury and the relationship is 
still strong 



 

 
The fantastic support of the WA Veterans Athletic Club is recognised by the Bunbury 
Runners Club as the key success the Bunbury Marathons success.  
 
We Thank You 



 

 
 
 
 



 



 

 



 

                                                                                             

 


