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I was born in Perth in 1940.  My father, being 
a Headmaster, was transferred regularly to 
country schools.  I remember Lake Grace, 
Carnarvon, Wongan Hills and Kellerberrin.  It 
was a relaxed lifestyle, always living in the 
school house in the school grounds.  When I 
was due to enter high school, my father 
transferred to Perth and I entered Kent Street 
High School.  It was here I met my husband 
Ian, and we have been together for 67 years.

After two years at Claremont Teacher’s 
College, I taught at Queen’s Park Primary 
School for three years. We married in 1962 
and immediately moved to Hobart.  Our life 
was adventurous with many moves.  After 
two years we were transferred to Melbourne 
for six years, where our two eldest sons were 
born.  Four years in Kalgoorlie followed, 
where our youngest son was born.

Ian’s employer moved us to Pittsburgh, USA 
in 1975 for two years.  It was a magical time 
for us as a young family, with many spare 
weekends spent exploring.  With a large 
Buick car, a roof rack, a tent and five sleeping 
bags we headed off in 1976 across the 
country for a month, camping in all the 
National Parks, including Grand Canyon.  
Niagara Falls was a regular weekend jaunt.

From the USA we returned to Melbourne, 
enabling our three sons to all complete high 
school, and university for the two eldest.  
Teaching was in my blood so, at age 37 I 
trained with a yoga school and was asked to 
teach there.  After 10 years and wanting a 
change, I trained to become a Colour and 
Image Consultant and set up my own 
business.  Ian was then asked to move to 
Adelaide and, after eight more years, he 
retired at age 57.  We both felt we had more 
to do.  We had travelled to the UK and 
Europe many times and formed friendships 
and contacts there so we made the decision 
to go to Oxford, England for four years so Ian 
could complete a PhD.  Again, we travelled 
through the UK and Europe, returning to 
Perth each Christmas to share time with our 
boys; usually at Scarborough beach.  Finally, 
we returned to our roots here in Perth in 
2000.  
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I had always been active, playing netball, tennis 
and golf when younger.  I spent years watching my 
three sons’ sporting activities.  Later,  Andrew, our 
eldest son, was doing well at Racewalking and I 
followed with interest.  In 2018, I went to Perth 
Athletics Stadium to watch Andrew compete in the 
Australian Masters Athletics Championships.  
Andrew introduced me to Heather Lee, a 92-year-
old walker from NSW, who had just finished her 
5000m race.  That was the catalyst. I thought that if 
she can do this at 92, I should be able to do it at 78.

Luckily, I had no joint issues and could straighten 
my legs and wiggle my hips.  I joined WARWC (WA 
Race Walking Club) that year and started 
competing; and at a similar time joined MAWA.  The 
walk judges always gave me good advice. Mike 
Reid suggested improvements and Bob Chalmers 
would always yell from the side lines ‘pump your 
arms‘. Great advice.

I value the friendships I have formed over the past 
six years. Fortunately, I have had no injuries. I am 
motivated to continue to push myself because I am 
so impressed by the efforts that MAWA athletes 
make and I want to retain my mobility.  I have won 
medals and am proud of every one of them.  My 
Racewalking colleagues and I had fun at the 
Sydney Nationals in 2023, where I re-met Heather 
Lee.  My goal is to make the Adelaide Nationals in 
2025.

Currently, I am President of the Ionian Club, of 
which I have been a member for 35 years. I am into 
my seventh  year on an advisory committee at 
UWA.  My other leisure time is portrait painting.  I 
have had the honour of painting David Wirrpanda, 
Robert Larbalestier (esteemed heart surgeon) and 
Professor Alexander Kerr, amongst others.  Acting 
on a suggestion from a MAWA friend, I recently 
painted my friend Lynne Schickert’s portrait and 
submitted it to the Lester Prize competition for 
portraits, along with a description of her 
achievements.
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