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According to the new Clinical Practice Guidelines for the
Diagnosis and Management of Melanoma, they can also look like
little domes or nodules and while some have a tinge of pigment,
some are completely skin-coloured.

The section on atypical melanomas, summarised in the Medical
Journal of Australia on Monday, says they behave differently to
classic melanomas, which usually grow slowly and horizontally.
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She is part of a Cancer Council Australia working group revising
the 2008 guidelines.

To raise awareness of atypical melanomas, the group wants to
expand the mnemonic that has been used to diagnose classic
melanomas for decades.
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Under a skin magnifier, a dermascope, atypical melanomas may
have scar-like de-pigmentation, irregular blue-grey dots, a blue-
white veil, and milky pink areas or shiny white streaks.

“And any lesion that is changing in shape or growing over a
period of more than one month should be surgically removed or
referred for prompt expert opinion.”
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As melanomas can occur in places not easily seen, it's a good
idea to have a partner, a family member or a friend check your
back or have a full skin check by your family doctor.

The new guidelines are now available at Cancer Council.

http://www.afr.com/lifestyle/health/mens-health/how-to-recognise-
a-dangerous-melanoma-that-doesnt-really-look-like-one-20171006-
gywsSohttixzz4zohw3kxs



