
40 YEARS OF RUNNING in the BUNBURY MARATHON AND HALF MARATHON 
(Now the Bunbury 3 Waters Running Festival)  
 
The Next Decade Begins 1992 - 1993 
 
After a solid grounding the Bunbury Runners Club (BRC) had now established the premier 
Regional Marathon in WA. Hard work and determination of a core team including Henk and 
Margaret Stoffers, Brian Kennedy, Dennis Devereaux, Don Mason, Ian Parker, Steve and Marylin 
Jones, Sharon  Wright, Ian Gibbs and many others. 
 
With the fantastic support of the WA Marathon Club (WAMC) and WA Veterans Athletic Club. It 
has been recognised the primary participation came from these clubs and the BRC are forever 
grateful for their support. 
 
To name just a few John Pellier had ran all but the first marathon, Joan Pellier, Jim Barnes, Barry 
Robinson, Chris Maher, Laurie Naylor, Mark Faithfull, Robert Hayres, Graham and Margery 
Thornton, Joanne Collins, Tessa Brockwell, Brian Danby, Bob Frost, Bob and Lyn Schickert and 
many, many others had became regulars in Bunbury. (Apologies if you are missed.) 
  
It should be mentioned at this point the support provided by Bob and Jan Braid, through their shop 
Runners World, provided a mechanism for the BRC to advertise and provide access to distribute 
entry forms to Perth based runners. Bob went on to assist in the accurate measurement of the 
Bunbury Course and continues with support 40 years later. 
 
During the next 20 years the WAMC and the BRC worked closely together in promotion and event 
date planning. 
 

1992 
 
The 11th Running and the start of the next decade 
 

 
 
 



 

In 1992 there was a ‘request for Ambulance form’ was completed along with several other letters 
for permits to hold the event and permission for road closures for the first time on part of the 
course. 
 

 
Henk wrote series of Marathon Tips for the 
South Western Times. 

T
The event had a good year, financially and set the 
platform for the future. 

 
Conditions for the event this year were extremely windy and numbers were down on previous 
years with 40 in the full marathon and 165 in the half marathon. 
 
Ray Brown won the Marathon in a 2:35:18, followed by Martin Van Voorthuizan 2:37:01 and 
Michihito Mouri 2:38:44. Lyn Caporn won the ladies Marathon 3:44:54 (The only lady in the event)  
George Garland 2:59:38 was the first local home in the full distance, just under the 3 hours. 

 



 

 
 
Karen Gobby 1:17:57 was a sizzling 8th outright and won the women’s half marathon, her 4th in a 
row, followed by Sally Vaughn 1:32:08 and Joanne Collins 1:33:01  
 
Rod Barnes 1:12:06 and Myles Ferral 1:12:46 had a very close race followed by our own Keith 
Yardley 1:15:13 came in the 3rd in the men’s half.   
 
John Pellier completed his 10th consecutive Bunbury Marathon. 
 

 
Event Shirt designs has always been a challenge 
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Even in1992 Everything was meticulously planned every drink station every marshal given explicit 
instructions 5 drink station, (40 scouts) 2 sponge stations(6 scouts) , 37 marshals  
 
 
 

 



 

1993 
 
Brian Kennedy is made a Life Member of the Bunbury Runners Club and fitting reward for his 
energy and passion for the club and the Bunbury Marathon 
 

 
 
Michael Jennings, Brian Kennedy and Stephen Jones “Brian gets Life” 
 

 
 
 



 

A ‘quarter marathon’ was held in 1993, on the day before the main event.  

 
                                                                 Financial Report Medibank Private Marathon 1993 
 
 
The Quarter Marathon  was for the benefit of the organisers and crew to enable them to have a 
run on the weekend. The rain and wind were relentless and only a small field participated. 
 
The Marathon was put back a week, to Mother’s Day, because the Masters Games were being 
held in Perth on the first weekend in May. 
 
This event was the first in WA to be given Athletics Australia certification and meant that records 
set would receive worldwide recognition. 
   
Steve Jones had measured the course and was therefore required to be one of the lead cyclists, 
along with Steven Caygill 
 
The timers were accommodated in the trailer borrowed from Cross Country. 
 
Len Huff (The BRC went on to purchase Lens Sound Van many years later and it is still present at 
all our events), Brian Kennedy provided the commentary. 
 
Presentations were held at the Runners Club room for the first time followed by a BBQ with meat 
packs, salads and drinks available, thanks to Brian’s organisation. 
 
Ian Parker was in charge of entries which suggests they were all entered into a computer 
programme for the first time, this was another step in the development of the event. 
 
The club had now purchased it’s own Chronomix clock, purchased through Runners World in 
Perth. This was one of the biggest investments the club had made to date. 
 
Two weeks before the marathon, one sunny afternoon children belonging to the club were 
encouraged to clean the drinks bottles and sponges to be used on marathon day.  They had a 
wonderful time on the oval in front of the new clubrooms. 
 
A $100 cash incentive was offered to those runners who broke any of the existing course records.   
 
The course was changed this year, in order to make it safer and more interesting for the 
competitors 
 



 

John Gilmour 1:31:01 set another world record for over 70s, 
 
Ray Brown 2:30:39 won his second Bunbury marathon, with Martin Van Voorthuizan 2:34:37 
placing second again, Basil Hanna 2:44:48 was 3rd.  
 
Mary Morgan 2:56:33 won the ladies marathon in 7th outright position and was about to embark on 
a stella running career, Jaqui Robinson 2nd 3:08:32, Carolyn Brinsdon 3.36.18 
 
Keith Yardley 1:12:02 won the half in what he reported to be ideal conditions from Gary 
Hetherington 1:12:09 2nd and Rod Barnes 1:15:37 3rd. 
 
Jill Chambers 1:26:47 1st, Sally Vaughn 1:28:14 2nd, Joanne Collins 1:32:39 3rd. 
 
This course, in part, followed Ocean Drive and was the last to start at Hay Park 
 
A letter from John Gilmour expressed congratulations to the club and Brian in particular, for the 
progress being made within the club and the acquisition of the new club premises. 
 
Jill Chambers also wrote congratulating the Club and accepting the invitation to run the following 
year, she particularly mentioned the marking of the course and the organisation of the run.  
 
Jill and other winners of the 1993 event were all invited back for 1994. 
 
The Second Bunbury Sea Scouts, who had became a integral part of the Bunbury marathon, 
supplying drink/sponge station attendants and course marshals, wrote congratulating the club and 
requesting an increased fee to be involved the following year.  This request was aligned to the 
number of man-hours involved and included a comment on the next event being held on Mother’s 
Day! 
 

 
 
 
Extract from 1993 Presidents Report 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 


