2026 President’s Report
It has been a pleasure to again serve as President of Masters Athletics WA.

The weather was not kind to us this year as we lost a day of the State Championships
and two Sunday runs, including the 10K road State Championship to inclement
conditions but on the whole, we have had another really successful year.

At a time when there are so many options available for people to participate in sport, it
has been wonderful to see MAWA maintain a membership of around 650.

MAWA has a proud history of supporting members to achieve their best while also
encouraging participation. Congratulations to all our members (there’s about 15 of you!)
who set new State records in 2026. There are new national record holders, too.
Congratulations also to everyone who showed up, had a go, worked to improve their
performance and achieved their best.

While | am writing this, we have athletes competing in Daegu and it has been wonderful
to read of their success

Thank you to everyone you volunteered, officiated and coached —we cannot do it
without you. Volunteers are the lifeblood of our club and we value every contribution
that you make. It is probably the greatest challenge that associations like us face -
getting the volunteers we need to run all of our events smoothly and safely.

Our committee is an obvious group of volunteers to thank but we have countless others
who perform important roles. Singling out individuals is always fraught as time prevents
me from identifying everyone but if you have volunteered at all during the year, thank
you.

Particular thanks to Andrew Cuthbertson who has taken on the role of Athletics West
liaison. Athletics West has faced its own challenges recently but Andrew’s endeavours
have seen them recognise our club and we are starting to build a more constructive and
practical working relationship.

Also, thank you to Silke Peglow who has been our Vice President for some years and has
not renominated — | am sure that Silke will continue to volunteer an contribute to our
club.

| also want to acknowledge the work of the local organising committee for Perth 2027.

Despite being let down by Venues West over booking WAAS, we are going to be able to

put on a terrific national championship at Ern Clare Athletics Centre. This is venue that
we know well, and we will have a lot more flexibility in how we run the event - it’s going
to be terrific!

We remember fondly the following members who passed away this year: Lorna Lachlan,
Maurice Creagh, Sylvia Byers and Vic Waters.



Once again, thank you for being members of this worthwhile association.



