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1.    WELCOME  
 
Meeting opened 9.45am with a welcome from Rochelle Airey, as Chair.  
Rochelle advised that our usual venue (Perry Lakes Scout Hall) was unavailable and asked for 
feedback on the Ecology Centre as an alternative venue. 
  
2.   ATTENDANCE and APOLOGIES 
 
As per attendance book, there were 66 members present.  
 
Apologies received from: Bert Carse, Bridget Carse, Silke Peglow, Melissa Foster, Jackie Halberg, 
Xinhuan, Yan, Richard Blurton, Randy Hobbs and Gary Fisher. 
 
 3.   MINUTES OF 2025 AGM  
 
The minutes of the AGM held on 21 September 2025 have been on MAWA website’s “About Us” 
page for the past 12 months.    
 
Moved to accept minutes by Andrew Cutherbertson and seconded by Paul Hughes. 
 
4.   MATTERS ARISING 
 
No matters arising from previous minutes. 
 
5.   REPORTS  
 
Rochelle advised that the 2026 reports have been published on MAWA website’s “About Us” page. 
A copy of each was made available at the AGM for viewing upon request.  
Rochelle apologised for the late upload of the Treasurer’s Report due to Melissa Foster only 
recently returning from competing at the World Championships in Daegu.  
 
Summary of each report as follows: 
 
 5.1  President (Rochelle Airey)  
 

•  Successful year despite weather disruptions: Strong membership of around 650, with 
numerous members achieving records. Acknowledgement of members who passed away 
during the year. 

• Volunteers remain essential: Thanks to the volunteers, officials, coaches and Committee 
members who keep MAWA operating, volunteer recruitment noted as ongoing challenge.  

• Positive outlook for Perth 2027: Planning is progressing for the 2027 National 
Championships.  

 

 

MASTERS ATHLETICS WA Inc 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2026 

ECOLOGY CENTRE, PERRY LAKES DR, FLOREAT 



D:\MAWA\AGM\2026\AGM Minutes 20 Sept 2026.docx  P a g e  2 

 
 5.2.  Secretary (Clare Wardle)  

• Smooth transition: Thanks to Gillian Young for her service and detailed handover. 
• Strong volunteer and membership base: MAWA benefits from dedicated volunteers, while 

strong membership and participation continue across Sunday events and Track & Field.  
• Looking ahead to Perth 2027: Members are encouraged to get involved with the team 

effort required to host a successful Nationals, with appreciation expressed to all volunteers 
and Committee members. 

 
 5.3  Treasurer (Melissa Foster)  

• Strong financial position: A $14,000 net profit for 2025–26, with membership at 644. 
Acknowledgement of the strong financial position inherited from previous Committees.  

• Key expenditure and income: Costs include early Perth 2027 National Championships 
expenses, Secretary’s laptop, and photo-finish equipment. Additional income from a 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs contribution and a City of Canning grant.  

• Reduced costs and savings: Overall costs lower than previous year, including savings from 
discontinuing Vetrun publication, and lower State affiliation fees due to fewer athletes. 

 
5.4  Special Purpose Financial Report 
Financial Position 30 June 2026 and Cash on Hand at 30 June 2026 
Prepared by Treasurer Melissa Foster and audited by Accountant Paul Hughes 

 
There were no questions raised about any of the reports. 

 
 

6.   PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES  
 

 6.1  Achievement Award (Road running) - Awarded to David Bourchier 
 

David reduced his average 10km time from 51mins to 47mins, a reduction of almost 9.5%. 
David was closely followed by Terri Carr at 8.5%. Dante Giacomin, Mark Hewitt and Jason 
Kell all reduced their average 10km time by at least 6%. 
Thanks to Bob Colligan for the data for the most improvement at Sunday events. 
  
David was not in attendance – trophy will be presented at a later date. 

  
 6.2  Achievement Award (Track & Field) - Awarded to Malachi Mackay 
  

Malachi showed improvements in average performance in 60m, 1500m, jumps, throws, 
pentathlon and decathlon.     
Other notable improvements were made by John Dennehy, Sue Coate, Terri Carr, Jenn 
Parker, Fiona Van Heerwaarden and Tyne Timmers. 
Thanks to Steve Weller who provided data for the most improved athlete in Track & Field, 
by comparing performances from the 2024-25 season with the 2025-26 season. 
  
Trophy presented to Malachi today, by Patron Bob Schickert. 
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 6.3  Jim Barnes Trophy (Half Marathon) - Awarded to Clare Wardle 
  
This trophy is presented to the best age-graded result in the Club Half-marathon.  
Clare achieved an age graded percentage of 79.25%. 
Second was David Colvin with 72.11% and third was Keith Miller with 70.94%. 
Thanks to Barbara Blurton for providing the data for the age graded percentages.  
 
Trophy presented today to Clare by Jim Barnes and Patron Bob Schickert. 
 

 6.4  Handicap Trophy – Awarded to Tegan Durbridge & Greg Cotter 
 

Tegan and Greg were joint winners on 32 points. Runner up is Clare Wardle on 57 points. 
Thanks to Bob Colligan for providing the data for this event series. 
 
This trophy will be shared by Greg and Tegan. As Tegan was not in attendance today, the 
trophy was presented to Greg Cotter by our Patron Bob Schickert. 
 

  6.5  John Gilmour Trophy (Athlete of the Year) – Awarded to Kyle Ennis 
   (Qualifying period April 2025 to April 2026) 
 

Kyle won 3 gold medals at the Oceania Championships held in Brisbane. He set new 
Australian and Oceania records in the 100m and 200m, with age grades around 90%.  
   
Trophy presented to Kyle today by Patron Bob Schickert. Barbara Blurton presented Kyle 
with additional record certificates. 
 
 

7.   CLUB OFFICIALS  
 

Club Officials are appointed by the Committee and we thank the following officials who are 
continuing in their duties for the next year and those new to their role:  
  
Patron    Bob Schickert  
Auditor    Paul Hughes 
Athletics West Liaison Andrew Cuthbertson 
Course Measurement  Steve Weller (Steve also manages the T & F database)  
Handicapper   Bob Colligan 
Registrar    Barbara Blurton  
Statistician    Barbara Blurton  
Volunteers   Scott Chambers 
Website    Ernie Leseberg  
 
 

   
8.   ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS  
 
All positions declared vacant and Nominations for Committee were received as follows:  
  
President:   Rochelle Airey 
   nominated by John Ranger and seconded by Keith Miller  
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Vice-President:  John Fisher 
   nominated by Rochelle Airey and seconded by Clare Wardle   
  
Treasurer:   Melissa Foster 
   nominated by John Dennehy and seconded by Sue Coate  
  
Secretary:   Clare Wardle 
   nominated by Jo Richardson and seconded by Julie Wood   
     
All elected unopposed.  
 
Committee Members (4)  
 

1. Richard Blurton – nominated by Lyn Arnott and seconded by Carol Bowman  
2. Mark Harper – nominated by John Dennehy and seconded by Sue Coate 
3. Karyn Tolardo – nominated by Frank Price and seconded by Wendy Jones 
4. Barbara Blurton - nominated by Maureen Keshwar and seconded by Jennifer Parker  
 

 All 4 Committee Members elected unopposed.  
 
Silke Peglow is stepping down this year.  Our thanks to Silke for holding position of Vice-President 
and committee member over the last 6 years.  

  
9.   LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARDS  
  

For Life Membership the nominee must have at least ten years of continuous membership and 
have made a substantial contribution to the progress of the club. 
 

9.1 Graeme Dahl 
  

Carmel Meyer read her nomination, which was seconded by Brian Bennett and Gillian Young. 
 
Badge presented by President Rochelle Airey. 
 
 
10.   GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Questions and comments taken from the floor:  
 
John Fisher advised that we require new RD’s for: 
Racecourse at Burswood (8 Nov 26) 
New Year at Burswood (3 Jan 27) 
Matagrup at Burswood (12 Sep 27 with assistance from Wayne Pantell). 
 
Barrie Kernaghan introduced himself and raised the matter of Life Membership badges – he 
suggested there are only limited opportunities to wear / display Life Member badges and 
suggested recipients be awarded with a plaque which they can display in their homes. 
Rochelle advised Committee will consider this suggestion.  
 
Barrie Kernaghan requested to move a motion – Rochelle advised a motion cannot be moved 
now, it must be proposed a minimum of 42 days in advance and signed by 2% of members as per 
the MAWA Constitution.  Rochelle advised Barrie he can raise an issue, but not a motion. 
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Barrie requested that all records held by Mandy Mason be removed and original records and 
record-holders be reinstated. Barrie advised this includes 7 WA records plus National records. 
Rochelle confirmed that Mandy has been sanctioned by Athletics Australia and this is as far as our 
involvement in the matter can go. 
Lynne Schickert offered clarity to the issue given her involvement with WMA. She advised that 
MAWA follows AMA rulings, which follow World Athletics rules.  Any records set before a sanction 
must remain or it removes the integrity of the sport – to remove records set before a sanction 
takes away any presumption of innocence. MAWA cannot override this; it is worldwide practise 
and an issue of natural justice. 
 
Andrew Cuthbertson enquired as to the wellbeing of the 2 injured participants at State Champs. 
Rochelle advised that JP suffered significant injuries upon colliding with the hurdle and has a long 
road to recovery due to the extensive nature of his injuries. 
Frank Price spoke on behalf of the injured official June, and advised she is doing well but has a long 
road ahead. June was a spotter at the weights throw and the implement went in the wrong 
direction and broke her leg.  Mike Anderson suggested we need more experienced officials, but 
Bob Schickert confirmed that June is WA’s most experienced long-term official. June admitted to 
making a mistake – she made an error in judgement and stood in the wrong place.  Unfortunately, 
she won’t return to officiating as she admits she is slowing down. Rochelle used this as an 
opportunity to ask members to consider moving into officiating. 
 
Lynne Schickert advised the Oceania Championship will be held in Christchurch 27-31 Jan 2027.  
All MAWA members welcome to compete.   
Lynne advised she has recently ceased her role at WMA, and thanked everyone who supported 
her in this role.  Lynne advised she will remain active and engaged in athletics, but at a less 
stressful level.  Rochelle thanked Lynne for her contribution to MAWA and representing MAWA on 
the world stage. 
 
Rochelle reminded everyone that Nationals will be held 23-26 April in Perth. The Local Organising 
Committee is busy planning a great championship. Rochelle urged all members to sign up in a 
volunteer or official capacity, as well as competing. 

 
 

11.  CLOSE  
 
There being no further business, Rochelle thanked everyone for attending.  
  
AGM closed 10.14am. 


